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Our work aims to identify and collate a number of the 
significant issues around Ruskin Park,  highlighting possible 
strategic areas to move forward  in order to make proposals 

that can enhance the user experience  and magnify the beauty 
of this magical South London park.
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Our work aims to identify and collate a number of the 

significant issues around Ruskin Park,  highlighting possible 
strategic areas to move forward  in order to make proposals 

that can enhance the user experience  and magnify the beauty 
of this magical South London park.

The park is a highly valued local resource as is confirmed 
through  all of the consultation that has been carried out as part 

of this stage ofthe work, however it has had little investment 
over the past few years and is starting to show signs of neglect. 
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Recently refurbished 
tennis courts

Significant work has been carried out by FoRP and stakeholders to date:



6

Community funded 
paddling pool is a major 

asset to the park.

Work is also ongoing in 
partnership with SLAM 
to repurpose the stable 

block.

Significant work has been carried out by FoRP and stakeholders to date:
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Friends of Ruskin Park 
organised events make 

the park active and 
engaging, whilst raising 

funds.

Significant work has been carried out by FoRP and stakeholders to date:
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Volunteers and 
stakeholders are working 
on making more of the 

various community garden 
areas.

Significant work has been carried out by FoRP and stakeholders to date:
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The portico has been 
renovated and work is 
ongoing by volunteers 

to maintain the rose 
garden.

Significant work has been carried out by FoRP and stakeholders to date:
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The recently installed 
Steel Warriors gym 

park. Friends of Ruskin 
Park have also been 
developing a sports 

strategy that includes a 
running trail.

Significant work has been carried out by FoRP and stakeholders to date:
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The intention of the strategic masterplan is to set out a 
framework for the park and its development for now and in the 

future. 
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The intention of this strategic masterplan is to set out a 
framework for the park and its development for now and in the 

future. 

It is clear that the park has a great deal of potential and is 
already a well-loved public space, however there is no funding 

in place for a one stop improvement scheme. 
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The intention of this strategic masterplan is to set out a 
framework for the park and its development for now and in the 

future. 

It is clear that the park has a great deal of potential and is already 
a well-loved public space, however there is no funding in place 

for a one stop improvement scheme. 

As such, a strategic masterplan will allow for a clear vision 
for the park over the next 5-10 years, allowing for funding 

opportunities to be identified and a strategic view as 
opportunities arise.
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Key Principles of the Strategic Masterplan :

1 • Legible Accessible and Safe

Making the park welcoming and inclusive - ensuring that 
everyone feels welcome and are able to access all aspects of 

the park.
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Key Principles of the Strategic Masterplan :

1 • Legible Accessible and Safe

Making the park welcoming and inclusive - ensuring that 
everyone feels welcome and are able to access all aspects of the 

park.

2 • Engaging and Joyful 

 Allowing people to get the most from their park.
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1 • Legible Accessible and Safe

Entrances
A  hierarchy should be 
defined to make primary, 
secondary and tertiary 
entrances to the park.   

The entrances were raised 
in the consultation as being 
overgrown, and increased 
visibility will be hugely 
welcomed. Increasing their 
visibility will also increase 
engagement with the 
surrounding area. 
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1 • Legible Accessible and Safe

Routes, sightlines, desire 
lines and pathways
Future development should 
be kept to the north side 
of the park. This means 
that over time long views 
through the park will not be 
impeded.   

Maintenance where 
views and sightlines are 
significantly impaired by the 
heavily overgrown trees and 
dense vegetation. 

Enhanced East/West route 
through the park
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1 • Legible Accessible and Safe

Signage

A clear signage hierarchy:
• Noticeboards with maps  
 at the main entrances at  
 Denmark Hill and   
 Northway Road.
• Map signs at secondary  
 entrances, 
• Directional signage   
 around the park,
• Informational signage  
 (on plinths) at key points,
• Specific signage (tree  
 species),
• Route signage (running  
 trail)
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Boundaries edges and views 

Whilst the perimeter 
fence is likely to remain, 
the  proposals suggest the 
removal of the fencing which 
currently forms the ‘dogs on 
lead’ area. 

This aims to improve 
accessibility within the park.

1 • Legible Accessible and Safe
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Street furniture 

Street furniture should 
eventually be unified 
throughout the park.

There is currently a proposed 
standard bench and bin type 
which could be extended to  
include picnic tables.

More seating should be 
located around the playing 
fields as well as focal points 
and hubs to encourage 
engagement.

1 • Legible Accessible and Safe
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Lighting

Lighting will be crucial to 
ensure safety within the park 
after dusk, including: 

High level lighting along 
the main route between the 
Denmark Hill and Northway 
Road, sports courts and the 
stable block.

Low-level lighting in heavily 
planted areas.

1 • Legible Accessible and Safe
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2 • Engaging and Joyful

Hubs, focal points and 
facilities

The long term vision is to 
enhance the bandstand area 
and facilitate larger events. 

The location for a  new cafe 
is proposed on the current 
services yard which would 
really connect well with the 
bandstand. 

Part of the existing regra 
will also be made into a 
hard standing for temporary 
events such as the  trapeze 
school, farmers markets etc.
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2 • Engaging and Joyful

Health and wellbeing 

The London Borough of 
Lambeth has commissioned 
a Health Park Report that 
has been looked at in 
detail as the masterplan 
progresses. The key points 
that are raised within the 
report are completely in 
line with the way of thinking 
behind the masterplan. As 
such the whole masterplan 
is designed with the view 
of increasing health and 
wellbeing.
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2 • Engaging and Joyful

Mental health and wellbeing 

The proposed renovated 
stable block to form the 
SLAM recovery centre will 
act as a key focal point 
drawing people into the 
south eastern corner of the 
park.

There are other areas of the 
park that will also benefit 
mental health and general 
wellbeing, including the 
community gardens and and 
the area around the Turkish 
Oakd for quiet and reflective 
activities such as yoga.
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2 • Engaging and Joyful

Sport and Activity

The existing sports provision 
is already strong. Two other 
areas have been identified:

A new basketball pitch, and a 
7-a-side football pitch  could 
be located on the existing 
regra adjacent to the newly 
refurbished tennis courts.

A more tranquil health and 
wellbeing strip is proposed 
near to the Turkey Oak.

In addition a running trail is 
proposed around the park.
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2 • Engaging and Joyful

Play

Extending the existing  
children’s play area into the 
adjacent basketball area to 
provide a vibrant play area for 
multiple ages.

Encourage wider incidental  
play elements around the 
park that could include 
boulders, laying logs, etc. 
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2 • Engaging and Joyful

Culture and heritage

Incorporate a heritage trail 
that would enable visitors 
to learn about the history 
of the park, the connection 
with John Ruskin and other 
elements of the local areas. 
This could then be supported 
by online resources and/or 
audio links.

It would also be good to 
use plinth signage to give 
information about specific 
parts of the park.
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2 • Engaging and Joyful

Sustainability and ecology

Improved maintenance 
of the existing planting to 
encourage greater diversity.

Propose significant areas of 
long grass and wildflower 
meadow  to the south of 
the park and between the 
playing fields.

Any new buildings should 
be designed with due care 
and attention to being 
sustainable in their proposed 
locations.
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Indicative pitch 
positions

Proposed 
running track

Long grass or 
wild flower areas 
to break up the 
playing field areas

Increased 
street furniture

Sport and well-
being zone

Wellbeing 
zone

New location 
for play with 
play “incidents” 
surrounding

Improved 
primary  
entrance 

Improved 
lido area 

Improved 
changing, 
WC and 
coffee bar  

Basket ball 
pitch 

5-a-side 
football 
pitch 

Temporary cafe 
location and im-
proved community 
garden 

Improved 
primary  
entrance  

New dog-
free area

Clear views 
with greater 
maintenance

Hard standing 
events area 

Defined desire 
line path

Long grass/ 
wild flower area

Improved entrance areas around new 
stable block development

Enhanced northern 
boundary and new 
widened path

Long grass or 
wild flower areas 
to break up the 
playing field areas
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